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Eleven-year-old Nickolai was born in Smolensk, Russia where he was 
diagnosed at birth with heart disease and other illnesses. In New Zealand in 
2000 he underwent a follow up and in depth diagnosis at Starship Hospital 
and was also treated by private pediatricians. He has been hospitalised 
several times, the last time was in 2006 and is currently taking regular 
medication. 

He lives in Auckland with his parents Tony and Karin and has a sister Eleanore 
11 and younger twin sisters Bella and Bien 6. They have two cats, Star and 
Slinky. 

Nickolai loves computers, Lego and anything with wheels. 
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